
1. FATHER CHRISTMAS 

 

I wonder –  

Can you remember waiting for Father Christmas to come……? 

Did you leave anything out for him on Christmas Eve? 

I wonder if you put milk (or maybe something stronger!) and a mince pie in the hearth so 
that he would have something to eat when he came down the chimney with your gifts? 

I wonder if you ever took your children to a chain store or village hall to meet Father 
Christmas before Christmas came – so that they could see what he looked like? 

 

Did you know –  

Do you know another name for Father Christmas?  Saint__________?  (Saint Nicholas) He 
was a real person, and the first sort of Father Christmas. 

Saint Nicholas was a third century Bishop in Greece. When his wealthy parents died, he 
gave all of his inheritance to the poor. He was known for his generosity to those in need 
and for his love for children. This is why Father Christmas brings presents – especially for 
children. 

Some countries (like The Netherlands) have their big Christmas celebration on December 
6th which is St Nicholas’ Day. 

 

Thought for the Day – 

Although we all like giving and receiving presents on Christmas Day, the best gift of all that 
sometimes gets forgotten in the middle of our modern Christmas razzmatazz is that God 
gave us the gift of his Son, born as a baby. Jesus is God’s gift, to each one of US on 
Christmas Day and every day. 
 
 

A Prayer –  

Thank you, Heavenly Father for the gift of your Son Jesus, who is always with us. Thank you 
that we do not need to wait until Christmas Day to receive this gift. Help us to know that 
you are ‘GOD WITH US’, giving us light, love and hope for today and every day.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



2. CANDLES 

 

I wonder –  

Do you remember gas lighting in houses or your church or chapel? 

Did any of you have candles on your Christmas tree when you were young? 

I wonder if there were always candles lit on your church altar? 

  
 

Did you know –  

Did you know that candles were being made some 200 years before Jesus was born? So, we 
can imagine that there would have been candles around when Jesus was born– particularly 
in the synagogues which were the churches of his time. 

At this time of year in churches and in homes we may have Advent candles.  For example, it 
may be a candle that you can burn a little of each day until Christmas Day - it’s a way of 
counting down the days to December 25th.  In churches, an Advent wreath will have five 
candles - one for each Sunday in December and one for Christmas Day. 
 
 

Thought for the Day – 

Candles of course give light and help us see in the dark. At Christmas time, as well as other 
times of worship, lighting candles reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world. It’s good to 
be reminded of this as we can sometimes feel like we are in the dark or down in the dumps. 
Jesus gave us His light and His love and His example to follow so that we can live in His light 
with Him, this Christmas time and every day. 
 
 

A Prayer –  

Lord, like a candle glowing in the dark, shine into the darkness of our lives this Christmas. 
Lift our spirits and share with us your radiant light.  We ask you also to shed that same light 
on our families and friends – guide and protect them and keep them from harm, this 
Christmas and always.  Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 



3. CRACKERS 

 

I wonder –  

Do you enjoy pulling crackers? 

What might you find in a cracker? Can you think of at least 3 things? 

(a paper hat, a joke, a novelty/toy) 

Why do you think they make crackers bang when you pull them?  

(It adds to the excitement!) 

 

Did you know –  

Did you know that crackers were first made in the mid 1800’s and were called ‘Bangs of 

Expectation’? 

Some very expensive crackers, called ‘Millionaire’s Crackers’ contained a silver box with a 

piece of gold or silver jewellery in it. 

Did you know that the British Royal Family have special crackers made for them each year? 

 

Thought for the Day – 

Here’s what crackers can help us think of: 

1. The paper hat is a crown.  It can remind us of Christ, though He was born in poverty, He is 

the King of Kings. 

2. The novelty or toy is a surprise gift. What a surprise the shepherds must have had when 

the angel appeared to them to announce the new birth – God’s gift to humankind. 

3. The joke – you might find the joke in your cracker funny, or perhaps rather corny. The 

message of Christmas is NOT a joke though.  We celebrate Christmas because God really did 

send His Son into the world to be a light in the darkness. 

 

 

A Prayer –  

Lord, help us to celebrate your birth with joy in our hearts, Amen. 

 

 

 



4. THE QUEEN’S SPEECH 

 

I wonder –  

Do you like to listen to the Queen’s speech on Christmas Day? 

What memories do you have of the King’s Christmas Day Radio broadcasts? 

 

Did you know –  

The first Christmas Speech was a Radio broadcast by King George V in 1932. He had to be 

persuaded to do it because he felt that Radio was just for entertainment! 

Our Queen gave her first Christmas message in 1952 by Radio. 

The first televised Christmas speech was in 1957.  

 

Thought for the Day – 

In 1939 King George V1 delivered his Christmas broadcast at the beginning of the 2nd World 

War.  He quoted the, now famous, words – 

 

‘I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”’  

 

These words are the beginning of a poem by Minnie Louise Haskins. The poem was called 

‘God knows’, and it had been handed to him by his granddaughter 13 yr. old Princess 

Elizabeth – now our Queen.  

The words brought great comfort to a nation at war, and they can bring us comfort today. 

 

 

A Prayer –  

Lord, when things are hard and I don’t know what lies ahead, help me to put my hand into 

yours and know that I am safe with you.  Amen. 

 

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you 

better than light and safer than a known way.” 

 



5. CHRISTMAS DINNER 

 

I wonder -  

I wonder what is your favourite bit of a Christmas dinner...............? 

Is it the turkey? The roast potatoes? Or the bread sauce? Or the cranberry sauce? What 

about pigs in blankets?  

How many of you like sprouts? 

What about Christmas pudding? Always made in advance. I wonder if you used to put 

trinkets into the plum pudding – things like a silver thrupenny bit and a ring?  

 

Did you know –  

Figgy, or plum, pudding originated in 14th-century Britain as a way to preserve food.  It was 

a soup-like savoury dish, with beef and mutton mixed with raisins and prunes, wines and 

spices.  It changed from being a savoury dish to a sweet dish at the end of the 16th century. 

Time for a song - ‘Now bring us some figgy pudding, now bring us some figgy 

pudding……………..!’ 

 

Thought for the Day – 

Let’s spare a thought today for people around the world who may go hungry this Christmas 

– for refugees, homeless people, or families living in poverty. 

The Bible says, ‘Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble.  Then your light will shine out 

from the darkness, and the darkness around you will be as bright as noon.’  (Isaiah 58:10) 

                   

A Prayer –  

Lord, we thank you for all that you provide for us. Help us to remember those who will not 

have enough to eat this Christmas.  We pray for those who are working in foodbanks and 

charities in this country and throughout the world, that their work would be effective in 

bringing relief and joy to many. Amen. 

 

 

 



6. MARY 

 

 

I wonder –  

Do you know anyone called Mary? 

I wonder if you can recall any Queens or Princesses called Mary? 

 

 

Did you know –  

Did you know that our last Princess Mary in Britain, was the Princess Royal and Countess of 
Harewood who died in 1965?  She was the daughter of King George V and Queen Mary and 
was the Aunt of our Queen today, Queen Elizabeth II.  Perhaps that is why Queen Elizabeth 
has Mary as one of her names too. Her full name is Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor.  
 
 

Thought for the Day – 

Of course, you don’t need to be royal to be called Mary. Mary is also a Biblical name. It is 
derived from the name Miriam (who was the sister of Moses). For most people, Mary is an 
ordinary name, just as it was for Mary the mother of Jesus.  Mary was an ordinary teenage 
girl from lowly origins, but God chose her to be the mother of Jesus, who was King of 
heaven.  
God can use each of us, no matter how lowly, to bring good news to others.  We might not 
think we are special, but if we are willing, God will use us to be a blessing to others around 
us. 
 

 

A Prayer –  

Thank you, Jesus, that you were born as a baby to an ordinary young girl called Mary, and 

yet, you are our King. 

Thank you that you use ordinary people, like us, to share the good news of your love for us. 

Thank you that one day we will live in your heavenly kingdom. 

Help us this Christmas to know how precious we are in your sight.  Amen 
 

 

   

 

 

 



7. CHRISTMAS DURING THE 2ND WORLD WAR 

 

 

I wonder –  

How old were you at the time of the 2nd World War? 

What memories do you have of Christmas during the war? 

Were any of you evacuated and had to spend Christmas away from home? 

 

Did you know –  

During the Blitz in 1940, London had been bombed for 57 consecutive days between 

September and November. As it continued, many people spent Christmas Eve in an air-raid 

shelter. 

 

Thought for the Day – 

The commercial and indulgent Christmas celebrations of our present day are very far-

removed from the humble circumstances of the first Christmas. Perhaps the frugal war-

time Christmas was much more akin to Christ’s birth – He was born in poverty, in a humble 

stable, and with His very life in danger from the hands of Herod who wanted rid of anyone 

who might become King in his place. 

 

 

A Prayer –  

We thank you Lord that today, in this country, we have peace.  We pray for countries who 

are at war, and for those who will spend Christmas in danger and fear. 

And Lord, as we celebrate Christmas this year, we may be separated from loved ones, but 

we thank you that you are with us. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. THE WISE MEN 

I wonder –  

Can you name the 3 gifts that the wise men brought to Jesus.……..? 

(Gold, frankincense and myrrh)  

I wonder if you used to sing –  

We three kings of Orient are;  

bearing gifts we traverse afar,  

field and fountain, moor and mountain,  

following yonder star.  

 

O star of wonder, star of light,  

star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding,  

guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Have a go at singing it now!................... 
 

Did you know –  

Did you know that the three kings probably weren’t kings at all and there weren’t 

necessarily 3 of them? They were probably astronomers - wise people who studied the 

stars.  

 

Thought for the Day – 

The wise men were wise indeed because they went looking for this new King that had been 

born. When they found Him, they recognised that this young child was someone very 

special.  In His presence, they simply had to bow down and worship Him. Then they 

presented their gifts to Him. 

In the so very familiar Christmas story, do WE recognise who was born on that first 

Christmas day? 

 

A Prayer –  

Lord Jesus, born in a humble stable, open our eyes to recognise you as the wise men did. 

And as we remember the wise men giving their gifts, we give you our hearts and our lives 

this Christmas.  We worship you as King and God and Saviour of the world.  Amen. 



9. TINSEL 

 

I wonder –  

I wonder if you made garlands for your home at Christmas when you were young…………? 

Did you used to make paper chains with your children or grandchildren and hang them 
around the house? 

I wonder if you had tinsel on your Christmas tree? 

 

Did you know –  

Did you know that tinsel is meant to represent snow that glistens on a Christmas tree? 

Did you know that the first tinsel was made in the 1600’s and was made out of real strings 
of silver?! 

 

Thought for the Day – 

Most of us can afford tinsel for our Christmas trees today but many years ago it was 
probably only available for the very rich.   

The message that Jesus brings at Christmas is that His love is for everyone, not just those 
who can afford it.  

There is a story in the New Testament when Peter and John met a lame man begging and 
asking for money. They said to him that they didn’t have any silver or gold but that they 
would give him what they did have – the power of Jesus to heal him.  From that moment 
on, the man was able to walk.  

   

 

A Prayer –  

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you that we are more precious to you than any silver or gold, 

and that you give us the best present of all - your gift of Jesus, and His gift to us of peace, 

healing and wholeness.  Help us to remember this wonderful message this Christmas, 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



10. STOCKINGS 

 

I wonder –  

I wonder if you used to hang up a stocking on Christmas Eve? 

What did you find in it?.................a coin? an orange? Some chocolate or sweets? 

Would there be a toy in your stocking (or your child’s stocking?) If so, what toy might it 

have been? 

I wonder what a child would get in their stocking nowadays……..? Do you think they expect 

more than in the olden days...........? 

Perhaps you know this verse from the well-known poem, ‘The Night Before Christmas’ –  

‘Twas the night before Christmas when all through the house. 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse; 

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 

In hopes that St Nicholas soon would be there’. 

 

Thought for the Day – 

Many a child is told that they need to be good or Father Christmas won’t give them any 

presents.  This is rather different from the love of God towards each of us – His love for us 

does not depend on how good or bad we are. The best Christmas gift that we can receive is 

the gift of knowing that none of us deserve His love but He gives it to us anyway! 

“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15) 

 

A Christmas Blessing –  

May the precious gift of the Lord’s loving presence be yours this Christmas, Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11. PEACE 

 

I wonder –  

I wonder what it was like when there was the Christmas truce during the 1st World War? 

Imagine the British army hearing the Germans singing Christmas carols…………….. 

Then messages being shouted between the trenches, and both sides exchanging gifts in no-

man’s land….. 

Do you know what else they did on that Christmas Day?................. (played games of 

football and took photos) 

Do you think the world today is more peaceful than at the time of the 1st World War? 

 

Thought for the Day – 

On the fields outside Bethlehem, the angels sang, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

PEACE to those on whom His favour rests’.  

How sad that there are still wars and conflicts around the world today.  Don’t we all long for 

a world that is more at peace? 

Jesus came to this world as the ‘Prince of Peace’.  He alone can make us be at peace with 

God and He shows us how to live in peace with our fellow human beings. 

 

A Prayer –  

Lord God, we thank you for the message of peace that Christmas brings to our distracted 

world. Give peace among nations, peace in our land, peace in our home, and peace in our 

hearts as we remember the birth at Bethlehem of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12. SCHOOL NATIVITY PLAYS 

 

I wonder –  

Have you ever watched a school nativity play? 

I wonder if your children or grandchildren have been in a nativity play?  Were they an angel 

– with lots of tinsel and some coat-hanger wings?  Or a shepherd – with a tea towel on their 

head?  Or a wise man with a home-made crown that kept falling off?  Maybe they said 

‘Frankenstein’ instead of ‘frankincense’! 

Maybe someone forgot their words?  Or cried for their Mummy? 

What do you like about school nativity plays? 

 

Thought for the Day – 

A nativity play is a good way of being reminded of the first Christmas – the REAL nativity.  In 

the real nativity all the characters had an important part to play – Mary and Joseph, the inn 

keeper, the shepherds, the angels, the wise men, and even the star shining brightly above 

the stable.  But the real star of course was Jesus. He is the ‘reason for the season’! Jesus – 

the Son of God, come to earth as a baby.  As the angel said to the shepherds, ‘To you is 

born this day in the city of David, a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.’ 

 

A Prayer –  

Lord, like Mary and Joseph, may I be ready to hear your voice and do your will. 

Like the angels, the shepherds and the wise men, may I worship you. 

Like the star may I point people towards you. 

And like the inn keeper, may I always find room for you. 

So help me this Christmas to give you centre-stage in my celebrations.   

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



13. DECORATIONS 

 

I wonder –  

I wonder if you decorated your house at Christmastide with greenery from your garden or 
country lane when you were young…………? 

Have you ever made wreaths from holly and other winter flowers for your front door? 

And here’s a personal question - I wonder if you kissed someone special under the 
mistletoe!! 

 

 

Did you know –  

Did you know that the words of the Christmas song ‘Deck the hall with boughs of holly’ 
were written by a Scottish musician (Thomas Oliphant) in 1862?   But the melody goes back 
two centuries earlier and is a Welsh melody belonging to a winter carol ‘Nos Galan’ 
(meaning ‘New Year’s Eve’).  And now we sing it in English!  So, a Christmas song for 
everyone to enjoy. A great song of happiness.  

‘Deck the halls with boughs of holly,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la.  
Tis the season to be jolly,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la!’ 
 
 

Thought for the Day – 

Today we decorate our homes and our churches to show that we are celebrating joyful and 
special times like Christmas or Harvest. Other times in the year we might decorate a house 
or room for a party, perhaps a birthday party.   
What better event could we celebrate than Jesus’ Birthday - the birth of God’s Son, bringing 
us peace, joy and hope.  Happy Birthday Jesus! 
 

 

A Prayer –  

Today we are going to pray a blessing from the Bible:  

May the God of hope, fill us with joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 

Holy Spirit we may abound in hope. 

Thank you, God for the birth of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

 

 



14. SIMEON and ANNA 

 

I wonder –  

Do any of you have a lovely memory of either your grandmother or grandfather? 

I wonder if you know anyone who is 100 years old? 

 

Did you know –  

Did you know that when Englishman Bob Weighton died 7 months ago at the age of 112, he 
was the world’s oldest man?  He lived in Alton in Hampshire and was a wonderful 
gentleman with a strong Christian faith.  His family said he was an extraordinary man, who 
engaged with all kinds of people from across the world. He viewed everyone as his brother 
or sister and believed in loving and accepting and caring for one another. He had many 
friends and continued to read and talk about politics, theology and ecology right up until his 
death!    
 
  

Thought for the Day – 

The Christmas story begins with a young girl called Mary (a teenager) and ends with 2 
elderly people.  They were Simeon and Anna who were in the temple when Mary and 
Joseph brought 6-week old baby Jesus to be dedicated. It was a very important moment as 
both Simeon and Anna recognised Jesus to be the Saviour of the world. Anna was 84 years 
old. That was very old for 2000 years ago! We don’t know how old Simeon was but he 
spoke the words that have become well-known – “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation”. 
The people in the story between Mary and Anna were all kinds of people - young and old / 
men and women / rich and poor / privileged / strangers / Jews / Gentiles.  
Today, let’s remember that God loves ALL people and that Jesus came to be Saviour for ALL 
people. 
 
 

A Prayer –  

Thank you, Lord, that no matter who we are, we are still your children and your love never 

changes. 

Thank you that you love everyone, the young and old, 

The rich and poor, the healthy and the sick, 

Those who have known you all their lives and those who are strangers to your love, 

Those who are near and those who are far away. 

Thank you that Jesus came for EVERYONE.  Amen. 

 



15. SNOW 

I wonder –  

I wonder if it will snow this Christmas? 

Do you remember having a white Christmas when you were young? 

That makes us want to sing just like Bing Crosby! 

  
 

Did you know –  

Did you know that ‘I’m Dreaming of a White 

Christmas’ was first released in 1942? The version 

sung by Bing Crosby is the world's best-selling 

single with over 50 million copies sold worldwide. 

 

Thought for the Day – 

The beautiful hymn, ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ was originally a poem by Christina Rosetti. 

Perhaps you remember the words –  

'In the bleak mid-winter 

Frosty wind made moan; 

Earth stood hard as iron, 

Water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

Snow on snow, 

In the bleak mid-winter 

Long ago.’ 

 

It probably wasn’t actually snowing when Jesus was born, but the poem is probably 

describing the hard, sad world that Jesus was born into – a world full of sin.  Into this cold, 

dark world, Jesus came to bring hope and light and life.  

 

A Prayer –  

The final verse of Rosetti’s hymn makes a lovely prayer –  

What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb;  

If I were a wise man I would do my part,  

Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart. 

I’m dreaming of a white Christmas  

Just like the ones I used to know 

Where the treetops glisten 

And children listen 

To hear sleigh bells in the snow 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas 

With every Christmas card I write 

May your days be merry and bright 

And may all your Christmases be white 



16. CHURCH ORGAN 

 

I wonder –  

I wonder if you have ever been to an organ recital? 

Can you remember hearing the church organ playing, perhaps at Christmas time, at a 
Midnight Mass or a service of Nine Lessons and Carols? 

 

Did you know –  

Did you know that one of our favourite carols, ‘Silent Night’, was originally sung in 1818 at a 
Midnight Mass in an Austrian Village? It was accompanied by a guitar instead of the church 
organ because the organ had broken down. 
The local priest had previously written the words but wanted some music to go with them 
so in less than 24 hours, his organist wrote the melody for a guitar so that there would still 
be some music for Midnight Mass even if there was no organ. Not everyone liked the guitar 
being played in church! 
So, it was first sung in German ‘Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!’ and is now sung around the 
world in more than 300 different languages. 
 
 

Thought for the Day – 

When things go wrong or something unexpected happens, it’s amazing how often 
something good comes out of it. In our story today, one of the most beautiful carols was 
composed and has been a blessing to thousands of people for the past 200 years.  
God often brings good things out of difficulty. When things do not go as we planned, God 
may well have another, better plan ready and waiting for us. With Him – all can be calm and 
all can be bright! 
‘Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright.’ 
 
 

A Prayer –  

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you that your Son came as a baby – what sort of plan did that 

seem? Thank you that you knew that Jesus would be the Saviour of the world. Thank you 

that your plans are always good. Please bless us this Christmas time when it is so difficult to 

plan because things are so uncertain due to the COVID virus.  Amen. 

 

 

 



17. CHRISTMAS TREE 

 

I wonder –  

Did you have a Christmas tree in your home when you were young? 

I wonder if you had presents under, or on, the tree? 

If you can see a Christmas tree just now, what do you like about it? 

 

Did you know –  

Did you know that bringing green trees into the house was a Pagan tradition, but that 
Christians borrowed the idea - using the evergreen trees and their branches as a symbol of 
everlasting life?  
 
 

Thought for the Day – 

Some evergreen trees, for example holly, also have red berries. One of our old carols uses 
holly as a symbol of Jesus’ crown of thorns - the red berries reminding us of drops of Jesus’ 
blood that were shed when He died for us.  The shape of the leaves may be seen to 
resemble flames, symbolising God’s burning love for us.  We read of this in the Bible - ‘For 
God so loved the world, He gave his only Son, that whoever believes in Him, shall not perish 
but have eternal life’. (John 3:16) 

 

A Prayer –  

Thank you, Jesus, for your birth that we remember at Christmas 

Thank you, Jesus, that you lived as one of us 

Thank you, Jesus, that you died to save us 

Thank you, Jesus, that in you we have nothing to fear for you are with us 

Thank you, Jesus, that you give us eternal life.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18. CHRISTMAS IN OTHER COUNTRIES 

 

I wonder –  

I wonder if you know which country the following ‘Happy Christmas’ messages come from? 

Joyeux Noël ?     (French) 

Frohe Weihnachten ?    (German) 

Buon Natale ?     (Italian) 

 

Did you know –  

Did you know that a traditional Swedish Christmas meal includes a bowl of rice pudding 

with ONE almond hidden in it? 

Did you know that in Caracas, the capital of Venezuela, there's a tradition of people 

rollerskating to church for Christmas services? The roads are often closed to traffic to make 

it safe for people to skate! 

Did you know that in Iceland people will often exchange books on Christmas Eve, then 

spend the rest of the night reading them while drinking hot chocolate or alcohol-free ale? 

This tradition is part of a season called “The Christmas Book Flood.” 

 

Thought for the Day – 

Thinking about Christmas in other countries reminds us that Jesus came as the Saviour of 

THE WORLD.  All around the globe, there will be people from every tribe and nation 

celebrating the birth of Christ.  One Christmas carol says: 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare him room, 

And heav'n and nature sing 

 

 

A Prayer –  

Lord, you came to bring joy to the world and peace on the earth.  Bless us this Christmas as 

we join with others around the world in celebrating your coming.  Amen 

 

 



19. BELLS 

 

I wonder –  

I wonder if you heard church bells on a Sunday morning when you were young………? 

Did you have bells played at your wedding? 

Many people know the Christmas song ‘Jingle Bells’ associated with Father Christmas’ 
sleigh.  Would anyone like to sing it to us now?!  

‘Jingle bells jingle bells jingle all the way……’ 

 

Did you know – 

Did you know that bells were often used to send messages across towns and villages to tell 
both good news and bad news? Can you remember an occasion when a Town Crier rang a 
bell and shouted ‘Oyez, Oyez’ to announce a message – for example, the birth of a Royal 
baby? 

 

Thought for the Day – 

Bells are often associated with good news or calling people to worship.  They give many of 
us joy as we hear them. At Christmas we are called to worship the birth of the most special 
baby the world has ever known – the baby Jesus! 
We have a carol that says that even in Heaven, there were bells ringing when Jesus was 
born, to announce the best news ever - ‘A Saviour for the world, for you and me’. 
 
 
 

A Prayer – 

For our prayer, we could say or sing this prayer of thanksgiving with the angels in heaven: 

Ding Dong merrily on high 
In heav’n the bells are ringing; 
Ding Dong! verily the sky  
Is riv’n with angels singing 
Gloria, Hosanna in Excelsis 
Gloria, Hosanna in Excelsis 
 
 

 

 



20. CAROLS 

 

I wonder –  

Do you like singing Christmas carols? 

I wonder if you ever went out with a group of carol singers, singing to people in your 
neighbouring streets? 

Did any of you sing carols around a Christmas tree or around a piano at home when you 
were a child? 

  

Did you know –  

Did you know that not all Christmas songs can be called carols? A carol is only used for 
religious Christmas songs….so for example ‘I wish you a merry Christmas’ is a Christmas 
song rather than a carol! 
 
 

Thought for the Day – 

What is the first Christmas carol that comes to your mind?  ‘Away in a Manger’ is the first 
one that many people think of, perhaps because it is so well know. We think of it as a gentle 
child’s song, and yet the words tell us that Jesus came into the world as a baby with no crib 
for a bed; and into a noisy stable where the cattle were lowing. (Though perhaps the 
animals not only kept Mary, Joseph and Jesus company but also kept them all warm.) 
However, the humble circumstances of Jesus’ birth mean that Jesus knows what it is like to 
be poor and in difficulty, and so He is really able to know how we feel when we pray to him. 
The best verse of this lovely carol is a prayer. Let’s pray this now 
 
 

A Prayer –  

Be near me, Lord Jesus 

I ask thee to stay,  

Close by me for ever  

And love me, I pray 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care 

And fit us for heaven to live with you there. Amen. 

 

(We of course are all God’s children and therefore we can pray this) 

 

 

 



21. THE STAR 

 

I wonder –  

On the top of your Christmas tree, do you have an angel? A fairy?! Or a star?  

I wonder if you have ever marvelled at the night sky? Perhaps you were on holiday 

somewhere where there were no lights and you were amazed at the sheer number of stars. 

Have you ever seen a shooting star? 

I wonder what it must have been like for the wise men when they first saw a new star 

appearing in the sky and they felt sure that it held some deep significance. 

Imagine them being able to follow that same star on their long journey until it eventually 

brought them to the place where Jesus was. 

 

Did you know –  

Did you know that when the wise men arrived in Bethlehem and saw Jesus, it would have 

been several months after His birth?  Therefore, He would have been a small child (not a 

new-born baby) and the visit would have been to a house rather than the stable. 

 

Thought for the Day – 

The wise men were seekers – they were looking and longing for something or someone 

special, though perhaps they didn’t quite know who or what.  The bright star that went 

ahead of them was drawing them on - guiding them, calling them.   

Today, Jesus, the light of the world, calls and guides and leads all who are willing to follow.  

 

A Prayer of Blessing –  

May the light of Christ go before you to guide you, and behind you to protect you 

May the light of Christ be beside you to comfort you and within you to give you strength 

May the light of Christ shine above you to bless you 

This Christmas and forever 

Amen 

 
 

 



22. JOSEPH 

 

I wonder –  

Do you know any carpenters or joiners………? 

I wonder if you have a special piece of furniture that you particularly treasure? 

Do any of you have a piece of furniture that was made for you by someone you know? 

 

Did you know –  

Joseph in the Christmas story, who became known as Jesus’ earthly father, was a carpenter 
by trade. So, when Jesus was growing up and was a young adult, He would have learnt to be 
a carpenter in His father’s workshop and would have helped him in his business.  
 
 

Thought for the Day – 

Jesus grew up in an ordinary family and learnt to work alongside his father, and yet He was 
also with God at the beginning of time.  Jesus was a humble man learning how it was to be 
really human. Because Jesus was fully human, he knows how we feel. He knows how it is to 
live in a family, and in a community. He knows what hard work feels like. He knows how to 
feel helpless when He could have been all powerful. This really is good news for us. He can 
work and walk alongside us.  

 

A Prayer – 

The words of a hymn today about Jesus: 

From heaven you came, helpless babe, 

Entered our world, your glory veiled;  

Not to be served but to serve, 

And give your life that we might live. 

This is our God, the Servant King, 

He calls us now to follow Him, 

To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to the Servant King. 
 

 

 

 

 



23. NO ROOM 

 

I wonder –  

Have you ever turned up at a hotel or Bed and Breakfast and been told, ‘Sorry, we have no 

room’? 

Perhaps you can picture a ‘No vacancies’ sign in the window of a guesthouse. 

How does it make you feel when you are turned away from somewhere? 

 

Did you know –  

The journey from Nazareth (Mary and Joseph’s home town) to Bethlehem (where Jesus was 

born) was about 70 miles.  That was a long way in those days with poor roads, no fast 

transport, possible dangers on the way, and a wife who is heavily pregnant. 

 

Thought for the Day – 

Trees. Stockings. Turkey. Television. Queen’s Speech. Presents. Cards. Decorations. Parties. 

Father Christmas. Crackers. Chocolate……… With all these things, sometimes we leave NO 

ROOM for Jesus.  

Let’s remember ‘Christmas’ begins with ‘Christ’. 

 
 

A Prayer –  

We can use the words of an old hymn for our prayer today: 

 

No room for the baby at Bethlehem's inn, 

only a cattle shed; 

no room on this earth for the dear Son of God, 

nowhere to lay his head. 

Only a cross did they give to my Lord, 

only a borrowed tomb. 

Today he is seeking a place in your heart- 

will you still say to him, 'No room'? 

O Lord, in my heart there's a welcome for you: 

gladly I now would say, 

'Come in, precious Saviour, my heart and my life 

Both shall be yours today.  Amen 



24. ANGELS 

 

I wonder -  

Is there an angel on the top of your Christmas tree? 

I wonder what it must have been like to be a shepherd out on the hills at night near 

Bethlehem when an angel suddenly appeared!  How would you have felt?  

Then imagine a whole host of angels appearing, all praising God together.  It wasn’t exactly 

an ordinary night! Perhaps you would enjoy singing a verse of ‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King: 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King" 

 

Thought for the Day – 

Here is how the bible describes the angels’ visit to the shepherds:  

‘An angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them……….suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared….praising God and 

saying, “Glory to God in the highest”’ 

It was a spectacular, supernatural event, but no wonder!  Because the greatest moment in 

the history of the world had just taken place, and it is good news of great joy for all people - 

‘Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.’ 

 

A Prayer –  

Lord Jesus, as we celebrate your birth, we join with the angels and shepherds in 

worshipping and praising God.  Glory to God in the highest. Amen 

 


